5_4_04 Eval directed reading

Composite measure creation – the notion/idea of meta analysis (Alkin) – you go through and take a whole lot of studies that you think are reasonable and pool them – may not have been significant individually but when you do this huge pooled “meta-study” you get better results? DP: The more you need to fiddle to get a result the less likely it is that you have a real effect….

Cronbach v. Campbell – were good friends! Campbell – if you can’t say even under lab conditions that treatment produced result, why bother with anything else – Cronbach says even if it does – why care? The field is the important thing – let the factors vary and monitor. 

Can we say that the second eval is conclusive, PS doesn’t work? Or is it too compromised?

Similar era – private enterprise in schools, company takeover of school, massive gains – tried it on a larger scale, 12 firms, three sites around country (each) – all kinds of problems – tornadoes and no testing areas, building issues, teachers unions revolted, deliberate project sabotage, some contractors figured was a disaster and pulled out and just left project early…

Cherry picking? But program was designed for kids not getting help at home anyway. “Them that’s got shall get”? Peter – what if there had been a measure about learning about urban environments – new world, why pay attention to math when alien environment?

Peter – prosthetic services – two different audiences – from two different perspectives – vastly different opinions

N- recommendations

Alice – so do you present the findings and stop? Or do you provide recommendations? Or is it case by case?

DP: Limited budget, telephone etc. Clearly, as an evaluator as opposed to a research scientist – in order to find causes of the disparity you may need to do a lot of interviews, sit in on service provider interactions, time & money intensive to identify cause.

Alice – judgment and recommendations are different – job is not to remediate, is to decide problem (Scriven). 

N- make recommendations? Anyone? 

DP: Depends on program. If you notice holdups in program delivery, many evaluators feel free to make recommendations there – if you had a science expert in your team who was competent to judge the worth of the science delivered to kids, then the expert could make comments. Recommendations – issues of resources and time allocations.

Cronbach group – educate people as to issues in program delivery and results, and then leave it up to them to fight out what needs to be done.

Check with doctoral students teaching American History – help identify literacy strategies etc. Talk Miriam – what literacy strategies using? Or professors who teach literacy?

Just first and second stages – correlation not cause and effect – 

Name three strategies

Which strategies did you use – checklist

Have to really think 

How many times a week did you do…XYZ

Word it so it is an evaluation of programs and not teachers

