DC:  Two things going on – if you introduce a program in a policy context – causal statement, if you do this, certain things will happen. Important to spend money/time on EFFECTIVE treatments. 

The tightest way – not the only way, but the tightest way – randomized controlled experiment. 

Random assignment – early year, not everyone can get it, start then, or school might accommodate random assignment

Teachers and random assignment 

POP of interest – 

Intervention group

Control group

Posttest

If difference after other causes are ruled out (all threats to validity addressed/removed)

Causation!!!

Poss threats to validity – attrition, contamination (not independent), instrument quality, instruction quality, etc.

If random assign not possible

Matching kids in classes by characteristics relevant to learning?

Campbell and Stanley – Experimental designs – deals with Ex Post Facto designs

LOOK AT THIS. More serious challenges to results in Ex Post Facto designs

FOSSICK AROUND!!!!  Using Campbell and Stanley to ferret out possible threats to validity

Self-reported data – literature on self-reported data FIND ITTT!!!!!

People usually give an overreport of what they’ve been doing. 

Expert interview selected people? Evaluator? Difference between people saying yes, this impacted my practice, and people being able to give specific examples of how this impacted my classroom practice.

In evaluation there’s always a tradeoff with what you can do with money – but if you have a sense of what are the problems that could lead someone to disbelieve my results – then what you do is say how can I use my limited resources to back up and make more scientifically credible what I am doing?

Basically you do what you can…

Alice – there are so many variables in a context like that (museums) – I don’t know how you could even go about doing anything that even approximates that. Informal educational setting…

DP: It would depend on the question you’re asking. If you’re interested in what people learn from it. At point A – people either go left or right, at other end 2-3 questions. In some cases the issue of having a randomized study doesn’t make much sense

Alice – Exploratorium looks at time spent per exhibit – then what do you count as time spent, just standing in front, interacting, direct eyeline

EUGENE WEBB - Indirect methods. Ways of measuring things that are not easily measured – new carpet wear patterns, that sort of thing. Quick and Crude data is better than no data at all.

Long-term effects. Outcome v. impact. Updates by telephone follow-up, etc.

Monitoring – for historical events that affect learning, or causal breakdown

Henry Levin – monograph, 100 page little thing, called “Cost Effectiveness” or somesuch – Denis will dig out article. On cost-effectiveness in recidivism in prisons. Denis will copy for us.

Hidden costs of volunteer replacement once the luster has worn off.

