California Dreaming

· part of a large project with David Cohen

· People who have written about math ed process have called it the math wars- this is a nice case study of the math wars in a particular setting

· Policy change – what kind of practice changes were going on?

· Reflecting on a lot of the discussions we’ve been having in a particular policy context

What was the school like in the 80’s – the transformation under a variety of pressures –

Amy: self-select into high academic track or be in special program, but middle not well-served. No strong moral fiber

Katie: No sense of community

Ossa: Still violence between Asians and Blacks – nothing between whites and blacks

Mike: achievement issue – middle class didn’t get involved of either race – the poor ethnic whites and poor balcks –almost a halo around the middle class, and I didn’t like that, too sharp of a divide.

Jonathan:they say they like diversity – take pride in the community of school – 

Jerusha: flipsides – high drug use, cheating

Jason: If someone’s attacking your groups your school of course you’ll try to come up with whatever you can – they may be getting a good education but we’re diverse

Katie: Wonders how question was asked

Katie: Sat scores re-normed in 90s – any difference in period covered by table?

DL: The other is a set of more evolutionary under-the-surface changes.

Jonathan: Top down integration?

Ossa: My argument against that – that was topdown but then the school was clearly left without resources for what might have occurred

Amy: Culture develops no matter what you do so why not be proactive about it – maybe it happens with a strong principal with a strong idea of what he wants the culture to look like

Katie: Hard to merge products of 2 different environments when they are almost adults -  why not start in kindergarten

Jerusha: The fact Grant brings up ethos is refreshing – we don’t attned to climate and culture a lot. Also the sense of knowing the history of the school

I am useless anymore.

