2_12_2004 History of School Reform

Katie: Cover design: tombstone

DL: Next week Larry Cuban country!

Book came out of his dissertation

Studying pedagogy of dead teachers isn’t an easy thing – History of pedagogy is a tough subject!

Read Ch. 1 and Ch. 2 carefully

Skim conclusions – rural & urban schools, formal education

Last 3 chapters – spend more time on them

DL: any thoughts on why it looked like there was a lot less there (vocational?) than one would have expected, hearing all the talk – the Cardinal Principles – 

Never mind

So what happens in the 30s and 40s?

Katie: New Deal, Depression – apparently keeping youth employed through New Deal riled education establishment to offer more diversified subjects, keep kids in schools

Amy: what really struck me about that is the idea that there’s one legitimate locus of youth control – the school – negative ramifications for youth in general – school is one of many (home, work, community) that affect youth, but if you have the political sanction for school as the One True Agent of Change then that’s worrisome. 

Mike: It’s making sense to me based on what I’m studying – I’m agreeing with these guys, at least at the time – this whole push for science in ed – we know this, claimed the field, brushed off teachers and parents – everything through the ed school experts.

Amy: What was happening before this? They didn’t need fixing…

Mike: This whole concept of child studies started before 1910 but it snowballed…

Darwinistic flow – dumb kids gravitate towards dumb courses and smart go up

David: Conspiracy feel to book…I had a really hard time buying the idea that there’s this cabal of people making conscious decisions about how high schools should look in the long term…I have a lot of trouble buying it.

Katie: Education policies Commission were actually codifying what the goals of school are

Prolong childhood instead of letting them become adults

David: Things happen when policymakers tap into something that’s happening anyway, a growing view in the public eye

DL: It’s like life intruded rather than ideology (Depression v. policy movement)

Amy: When did compulsory attendance?

Dl: 1930’s 

Keep kids out of labor market in short labor market – keep them in school for economic purposes

Amy: How much of that influenced them having a dumbed down curriculum?

DL: Custodial thing becomes huge in 1930’s and 1940’s 

Katie: If not work or college, what were they were preparing for? The other 60%?

DL: Vocation – blue collar maybe general track white collar? “Preparation for life”Academic frame 1/7th of cardinal principles

Nara: No acceptable losses

DL: 1930’s the time when the idea of a dropout was created. Suddenly everyone was in HS and compulsory ed – before it was about enrollment and drop-in – now it’s the drop-out, the non-completing student

(OC: what about part-time HS?)

Katie: sweeping generalizations? Then tables in the back that look professional…

David: **examines table A.2** where’s the big bump in the 30s? 

David: If you take out foreign language, it’s just a 7-point drop over the whole period

DL: One way of looking at that is to say that acdemic coursetaking has always domeinated the HS curriculum

Katie: partially deal with that by saying misleading titles, dumbed down coursework

DL: but no data on that

OOPS ATTENTION GAP!

Mike: I wouldn’t trust the district on its own to educate kids, I want a higher authority, I think there has to be one

DL: Connection between academic and work, academic and life is fairly tenuous – Why is a good education defined as one that teaches people these things? Why are these the magical measure of good education? 

